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I. PURPOSE

Establish guidelines and procedures for the identification and correction of deficiencies noted during routine Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S) inspections of research laboratories.

II. POLICY

Laboratory safety procedures and practices are mandated throughout the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) and are regulated by the Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Compliance with these regulations remains the primary strategy for reducing occupational injuries. This policy will provide research personnel with guidance for responding to and correcting deficiencies in laboratory safety practices and procedures identified during Occupational Health & Safety inspections.

Ill. PROCEDURE:

A. Following an Occupational Health & Safety inspection, the ACOS/Research and Development will receive notification of the findings from the Safety office, Facilities Management. These findings may include, but are not limited to, the following:

1.
Proper labeling of chemicals.

2.
Identification and location of relevant laboratory policies (i.e. Chemical or Hazardous Material Spill/Leak Response).

3.
Identification of fire safety equipment and procedures.

4.
General housekeeping

If any of the deficiencies are of an urgent or hazardous nature requiring immediate action, the Safety office will notify the Medical Center Director.

B.
Upon receipt of the notification of findings, the ACOS/Research and Development will send the Investigator and the Service Line Vice President a copy of the notification by interoffice mail and electronic mail. The notification from the Safety office includes a request for the Investigator to respond to the Safety office within 30 days (from the date on the notice from the Safety Office). This response should describe the measures that have been taken to correct any identified deficiencies.

C.
The Safety office will notify the ACOS/Research and Development and the Subcommittee on Research Safety/Biosafety if the response is unsatisfactory.

D.
The Subcommittee on Research Safety/Biosafety will review the matter and make a recommendation for subsequent action. This may include a notification from the Subcommittee to the Investigator or a request to re​inspect the laboratory. If a re-inspection is recommended, the steps outlined above will again be followed with the following exception. Following a re-inspection, the Investigator will be required to respond to the findings of the Safety office within 10 days (from the date on the notice from the Safety Office).

E. The Safety office will notify the Research office and the Subcommittee on Research Safety/Biosafety of the results of the re-​inspection.

F.
If the response is again unsatisfactory, the Subcommittee on Research Safety/Biosafety will then refer the matter to the Research Compliance Committee (RCC) for implementation of sanctions. Sanctions may include barring the Investigator from performing research and denying access to the laboratory.

FOLLOW-UP

Re-instatement of research activity/access to the laboratory will be granted from the Research Compliance Committee after the Investigator has corrected the deficiencies and successfully passed an Occupational Health & Safety Inspection. This action will be communicated to the Investigator, the Research office and the Subcommittee on Research Safety/Biosafety in written form.

IV. RESPONSIBILITIES

A.
The Investigator is responsible for maintaining the laboratory and for adhering to the recommended safety policies and procedures.

B.
The VAPHS Service Line Vice Presidents will be responsible for ensuring that employees within their service line appropriately respond and adhere to Occupational Health & Safety policies and procedures.

V. REFERENCES

1.
29 CFR 1910-1450 Occupational Exposure to Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories.

2.
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Hazardous Chemical Laboratory Policy and Chemical Hygiene Evaluation

