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I.  PURPOSE:  To establish policy regarding the security and control of hazardous agents in the laboratories of the Research & Development Service.  

II.  POLICY:  Research laboratories and inventory will be secured in keeping with the intent and scope of VHA Handbook 1200.6.  The policy applies to all individuals entering the secured area, to include VA employees, without compensation (WOC) employees, contract employees, oversight entities, vendors, employees from other VA services, and visitors.

III.  RESPONSIBILITY: 

    a.  The Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Development (ACOS/R&D), by and through the Administrative Officer for Research and Development (AO/R&D), will maintain laboratory security and hazardous agent access and inventory control policies in keeping with VA directives and policy and ensure compliance with established policies.

    b.  Human Resource Management (HRM) will review employment applications for citizenship and visa status.  HRM will initiate appropriate background investigations for all VA personnel, and communicate the results to the AO/R&D in a timely manner. 

   c.  Police Service will conduct annual security vulnerability assessments and act as a resource to Research and Development in the creation and monitoring of security policies. 

IV.  DEFINITIONS:  For purposes of this memorandum, the following definitions apply.

a. Authorized Individual.  An authorized individual is a VA employee appointed on a full-time, part-time, intermittent, fee basis, or WOC, that has undergone credentialing and a background check required for appointment to a Title 5, Title 38 position or as a WOC.  In addition, the individual has completed appropriate Safety and Security training specific to the hazardous and/or sensitive materials in use in their particular laboratory.

b.  Hazardous Agent.  A hazardous agent is biological material including the CDC list of select agents and toxins (42 CFR Part 73), APHIS biological agents (7 CFR Part 331, 9 CFR Part 121), and products of such biological material, i.e., toxins.  For purposes of this Memorandum, the term also includes highly toxic chemicals, exempt quantities of toxins, or gases that have the potential for being used as weapons of mass destruction, as well as radioactive materials and/or radioactive sources (see Attachment A, VAPHS Research Laboratory Hazardous Agents Certification).  The terms select agents and toxins will be used in this Handbook to refer to both the CDC select agents and toxins and the APHIS biological agents and toxins.

c. Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee.  Subcommittee of the Research and Development (R&D) Committee, which is delegated oversight of matters relating to security and safety of the secured areas of Research and Development Service.
d. Secured Areas.  The secured areas refer to research laboratories containing hazardous and/or select agents.  At University Drive they are located on the first and second floor of Building 1, the first and second floor of Building 2, the ground, first and second floor of Building 6.  At Highland Drive they are located on the ground floor of Building 13.

e.  Select Agent.   A select agent is one of a group of agents (viruses, bacteria, rickettsiae, fungi, toxins, and recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)) designated by the CDC as requiring registration with the CDC Laboratory Registration Program.  The regulation of select agents is codified in 42 CFR Part 73, “Possession, Use and Transfer of Select Agents and Toxins; Interim Final Rule.”  All Select Agents are included in the list of hazardous agents listed in Attachment A.  For purposes of this memorandum, Select Agents and Hazardous Agents are synonymous, and are to be handled at the same level of security.   The terms select agents and toxins also refers to biologic agents and toxins that the Secretary of Agriculture has determined to have the potential to be a severe threat to animal and plant health (7 CFR Part 331 and 9 CFR Part 121); they are included in Attachment A of this memorandum.

f.   Sensitive Materials.  Sensitive materials include, but are not limited to, any   hazardous agents as defined in subparagraph 3d of VHA Handbook 1200.6 and identified in Attachment A, as well as research equipment and/or supplies used to store, test, destroy or otherwise handle hazardous agents, and laboratory notebooks or other written or computerized records documenting possession of and/or research using hazardous agents.

g. Terrorist Event.  A terrorist event is the unauthorized removal or theft of hazardous agents capable of being used as weapons of mass destruction from VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) research laboratories, including leased and off-site space, and/or the unlawful use of such hazardous agents.  It specifically encompasses the illicit and unauthorized use of laboratory facilities (including equipment, supplies, computers, faxes, phones, etc.) for the production, purification, or dissemination of any hazardous agent.  The term also refers to the illegal transfer of agents into or out of research laboratories and other research space such as the Animal Research Facility (ARF), storage areas, and offices.  The term may also refer to activities such as dissemination, detonation, and contamination of hazardous agents, select agents, toxins or sensitive materials within VAPHS research laboratories or the building(s) housing these laboratories. 

h. USA Patriot Act.   The USA Patriot Act, Public law 107-188, was passed by congress on October 26, 2001, in response to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  The purpose of the Act is to unite and strengthen America by providing appropriate tools to intercept and obstruct terrorist acts.  The law includes provisions to deter and punish terrorist acts, enhance law enforcement investigational tools, and other purposes such as aid to victims of terrorism.  The Act also prohibits certain restricted persons from possessing biological agents or toxins that are identified as select agents in 42 CFR Part 73.  This provision of the Act, codified at Title 18 United States Code (U.S.C.) § 175b, defines a “restricted person” as an individual who:

(1) Is under indictment for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding 1 year; (2) Has been convicted in any court of a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding 1 year; (3) Is a fugitive from justice; (4) Is an unlawful user of any controlled substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802); (5) Is an alien illegally or unlawfully in the United States; (6) Has been adjudicated as a mental defective or has been committed to any mental institution; (7)  Is an alien (other than an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence) who is a national of a country as to which the Secretary of State has made a determination (that remains in effect) that such country has repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism.  NOTE:  As of the date of this Memorandum, identified countries include Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria;(8) Has been discharged from the Armed Services of the United States under dishonorable conditions.

i.   Weapons of Mass Destruction.  Weapons of mass destruction include any of the classes of hazardous agents as defined in subparagraph 3d and identified in Appendix A of VHA Handbook 1200.6, or combinations of these agents that are capable of inflicting morbidity and mortality on a widespread basis.

V.  PENALTIES.  Failure to conform to the requirements in this memorandum may result in immediate withdrawal of VA research funding, suspension from the research program, and/or denied access of the secured area.  Individuals who knowingly fail to follow the provisions of this policy are subject to disciplinary action proportionate to the severity of the violation, up to and including termination of VA employment or without compensation (WOC) status and criminal prosecution.

VI.  PROCEDURES:

a. Safety Plan.

The VAPHS Safety Plan includes the Research Laboratory Biosafety Policy in conjunction with the VAPHS Hazardous Chemical Laboratory Policy and includes all VA research laboratories, including those in leased space and approved off-site locations.  The plan includes requirements found in paragraph 3a of Handbook 1200.8 “Safety of Personnel Engaged in Research.”  This safety plan: (1) Meets the Biosafety standards and requirements for BSL-2 operations as they pertain to the respective select agents and toxins that are contained in the most recent edition CDC-NIH publication "Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories" including all appendices except Appendix F and all updates on the CDC website; (2) Meets all applicable OSHA regulations, including, but not limited to, requirements for handling toxins found in 29 CFR 1910.1450, "Occupational Exposure to Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories," and/or 29 CFR 1910.1200, "Hazard Communication,"  in addition to specific provisions for handling toxins found in Appendix I of the CDC-NIH publication "Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories," or its most recent update; and (3)  Incorporates the NIH “Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules” requirements for portions of the safety plan related to genetic elements, recombinant nucleic acids, and recombinant organisms.  It states that the following experiments may not be conducted unless approved by the HHS Secretary after consultation with experts:

   (a) Experiments using recombinant DNA that involve the deliberate transfer of a drug    resistance trait to select agents that are not known to acquire that trait naturally, if such acquisition could compromise the use of the drug to control disease agents in human, veterinary medicine or agriculture (42 CFR Part 73).


(b) Experiments involving the deliberate formation of recombinant DNA containing genes for the biosynthesis of select toxins or vertebrates at a LD 50 <100ng/kg, i.e., a dose of less than 100 nanograms per kilogram is lethal to 50 percent of the test animals.
b. Security Plan

The physical security of the VAPHS research laboratories is prescribed by MCM No. EC-012 and EC-010, and meets appropriate standards determined by the OSLE (see VA Directive and Handbook 0730), regulatory agencies, and/or cognizant VA oversight offices; specific details of procedures to maintain research laboratory security are detailed in this Memorandum. 

c.   Laboratory Access.  
(1) Access to research laboratories is controlled and limited to authorized individuals.    Authorization is contingent on initial education and ongoing training in safe handling and security of all hazardous and/or sensitive materials used and stored in the designated research laboratory.  No research laboratories will be open to the public.  All laboratory areas, including the Animal Research Facility (ARF) and storage areas, include a state-of-the-art keycard system that generates permanent, dated records with identification of persons entering the area and times of entry.  Entry is controlled on a 24-hour/7-day per week schedule.  An intrusion alarm system is present and either connected to or otherwise monitored by Police Service.   

(2) Current VA Identification (ID) badges will be used as keycards into the secured area.  For employees and WOC’s, the VA ID will be electronically programmed to allow entry into designated areas.  Visitors may be issued visitor passes by the Police Service which will not act as keycards.  

(3) A record of keycard assignments must be current at all times.  Personnel leaving VAPHS employment or no longer working in the research laboratory must adhere to full clearance and checkout procedures to include turning in all identifications, keys, keycards, and other access items.  

(4) Personnel from Environmental Management Service, Engineering Service, or others needing to enter secured areas for routine housekeeping and maintenance will be admitted only when authorized individuals are present to monitor their activities.

(5) Authorized health and safety inspectors, emergency response staff, Police Service, inspectors from regulatory agencies, and personnel from VHA oversight offices will have access to the secured area.  The nature of that access will be determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon the frequency of access needs, the potential urgency of access needs, and the potential for after-hours access needs.  

d.  Requirements of individuals granted secured access. 

 (1) All personnel must obtain formal authorization from the AO/R&D before entering the secured laboratory area.  A VA ID badge may be programmed as the secured area keycard or the AO/R&D may instruct the Police Service to issue a Visitor Pass.  

    (2) All authorized individuals must wear their VA ID above the waist at all times.  

    (3) Personnel may enter the secured area only to perform required duties.  

(4) Unauthorized persons entering the secured area will be reported to Police Service by the Administrative Officer for Research (AO/R&D).  

(5) Authorized individuals must use their own card to enter the secured area.  Multiple individuals, even when each person has authorization to enter the area, may not enter on one person’s card access.  

    (6) It is the responsibility of each authorized individual to:

(a) Use their keycard only for personal entrance into the secured area.  (b) Use their keycard on each entry into the secured area. (c) Not allow any individual to follow them through the door. (d) Report any security violations, including unauthorized individuals, to the AO/R&D or Police Service. (e) Turn in their keycard to the AO/R&D immediately when laboratory access is no longer necessary.  

(7) Prohibited persons may be granted access to a general secured area on a case-by-case basis, as approved by the Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee with concurrence of the R&D Committee.  

(8) Discrepancies in the legal permission of non-citizens to be in the U.S. will be reported to the U.S. Marshal through the VAPHS Police.  

(9) Each individual must receive annual training in: Security Policies & Procedures; Cyber Security (administered by the VAPHS Information Security Officer); Emergency Procedures; and Lab Safety Procedures.  The Research and Development office will maintain verification of training.  

    e.  Responsibilities of Principal Investigator (PI):  
(1) Submit the Request for Staff Access to Research Secured Laboratory (Attachment B) on behalf of each staff member being considered for employment or work within the investigators research laboratory.  

(2) Ensure that research laboratory staff follows all safety and security procedures, including those of the ARF when applicable.  

(3) Notify the AO/R&D immediately when any research laboratory staff no longer has a work-related need for authorized access, to include leaving VAPHS employment.  

(4) Complete and Submit annually Attachment A “VAPHS Research Laboratory Hazardous/Select Agent certification”.  Review and certify the accuracy of radiochemical and controlled substance inventory on a monthly basis.  The more potentially hazardous chemicals and biological items will also require frequent review and certification should they come into use in the laboratory.  The need, and the review/certification standards, will be determined by the Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee and communicated to the PI.

    f.  Visitors  
(1) Visitor’s access to secured areas is limited to hours where authorized individuals are present.   The visitor must be in the presence of an authorized individual at all times.

(2) Visitors must produce a valid picture ID in order to obtain a visitor pass from the Police    Service. Visitors must wear their Visitor Pass above the waist at all times.  

(3) Visitors must sign in and out, specifying name, affiliation, purpose for visit, time in and out, and the name of the authorized individual escorting them.  Visitor passes must be relinquished to Police Service as part of the sign-out procedure.  

(4) In rare instances, it may be necessary for an authorized individual to bring a visitor into the secured area after regular business hours.  In these rare instances, they are solely and fully responsible for the visitor and must accomplish all of the requirements listed above.   The sponsor must ensure that (1) the visitor signs in and out as required; and (2) the visitor is in the presence of the authorized individual at all times. 

    g.  Process to Obtain Authorized Entry 

(1) The AO/R&D, as a designee of the Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee, will grant authorized access.  The Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee is responsible for the review of processes and decisions made by the AO/R&D in relation to secured access.  

(2) The process of obtaining authorization to enter the secured area begins with the Principal Investigator (PI).  The PI must make a formal request to identify each staff member that requires access to the secured area.  The request is accomplished by completing the Request for Staff Access to Research Secured Laboratory (Attachment B).   

(3) Each individual requiring access to the secured area must complete the Application for Access to Research Secured Area (Attachment C).   

(4) The AO/R&D is responsible for approving security access according to policy.  Criteria and elements to be considered when granting approval:  completion of VAPHS appointment; acceptable and work-related need to be in secured area; certification that individual is not a prohibited person; Application and PI Request completed; and verification that required training has been completed.  

(5) The AO/R&D must review the continued status of staff access semi-annually.  The review will include an inquiry from the AO/R&D to the PI, to determine whether specific staff requires continued access to the secured area.   Factors that will be considered when addressing requested renewal include (1) the number and nature of security exceptions by the individual; (2) whether required training is current; and, (3) security-related information deemed pertinent.

 h.  Inventory Controls.  Inventory control includes maintaining an up-to-date record of all select agents, toxins, exempt quantities of toxins, and other hazardous agents in VA research laboratories.  It also includes following the applicable regulations for the acquisition, transfer, and destruction of these agents.  
(1) Accountability for Radioactive materials and/or Radioactive sources. 

The Radiation Safety Officer maintains accountability for radioactive materials and/or     radioactive sources by enforcing the existing VAPHS policies: MCM No.EC-008; and Radiation Safety Policy and Procedures:  Research, reviewed and approved May 2004 by the Radiation Safety Committee.   This Policy includes regulations for acquisition, inventory, use, and disposal of all radioactive materials used in research.

(2) Accountability for select agents, toxins and other hazardous chemicals.  

Currently, none of these materials are in use in any of the VAPHS Research Laboratories. PIs will submit annually to the AO/R&D a completed VAPHS Research Laboratory Hazardous/Select Agent Certification (Attachment A).  Prior to acquisition of any of these materials, approval for procurement must be reflected in the minutes of the Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee and the R&D Committee.  Only laboratories holding a CDC or APHIS Certificate of Registration and/or registration number may acquire select agents or toxins. 

When any of these materials do come into use at VAPHS the following Inventory Control Procedures will be implemented:

a.  Inventory Lists.  A current, complete list of select agents, toxins and other hazardous chemicals, as defined by OSHA and EPA, will be maintained for each VA research laboratory and when required, be made available to the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) as required by the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (SARA Title III).

b.  Acquisition of Agents.  The acquisition of these agents may only occur when there is an approved protocol that requires their use and storage.

c.  Inventory Transfers.  Transfers of inventory must be in compliance with DOT, OSHA, NRC, CDC and USDA APHIS regulations.  Transfer of any hazardous agents, including but not limited to those specifically identified as CDC select agents and toxins and USDA APHIS biological agents and toxins, must be documented as to the identity of the receiver of the materials, where it is being transferred, and the date of the transfer. If a select agent or toxin is involved in the transfer, the material may only be transferred in compliance with applicable regulations (see 42 CFR 73.14, 7 CFR 331.13, or 9 CFR 121.14).  

d.  Delivery.  Procedures for delivery and the handling of highly sensitive materials must be adhered to and must be documented.  Packages containing specimens, bacterial or virus isolates, or toxins are to be opened in a safety cabinet or other appropriate containment device.

e.  Hazardous agents (includes select agents, toxins and exempt quantities of toxins, not currently in use).  Agents not currently in use on approved protocols and for which there are no immediate plans for use, must be transferred to another laboratory, destroyed, or disposed of by methods approved in applicable regulations as described in VHA Handbook 1200.6.

f.  Destruction of Select Agents and Toxins Including Exempt Quantities. Procedures for implementing destruction of agents no longer required for research will be established and implemented at VAPHS in accordance with VHA Handbook 1200.6 as necessary.  These procedures do not apply if during the select agent’s use in the research the characteristics of a select agent or toxin are altered so that it no longer meets the criteria for a select agent or toxin, or if the select agent is destroyed or consumed during and because of the research.  

    i.  Administration  
(1) The AO/R&D will complete and document a review of access records on a quarterly basis.  Any security exceptions will be reported to the VAPHS Police.  

(2) The AO/R&D or designee must immediately update the keycard access, which includes deactivation of the keycard as well as indication of the date and reason for keycard access termination.   

(3) The Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee will make recommendations to the R&D Committee in relation to approval of secured area access.  The R&D Committee makes final approval in regard to access approval.  The Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee may grant conditional access to the secured area if the individual has met all of the requirements of authorized personnel.   

(4) Irregularities in security access will be reported to the Police Service and the Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee, who will make recommendations for action to the R&D Committee and/or the VAPHS Director.  

(5) In the event an individual with secured access inexplicably disappears, is suspected to have violated procedures, or committed a security breach, the Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee and Police Service must be notified immediately.  The Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee and VA Police will determine whether further action is necessary.  

(6) Security Standards:  Physical security must meet appropriate standards determined by the Office of Security and Law Enforcement (OSLE, see VA Directive and Handbook 0730), regulatory agencies, and/or applicable VA oversight offices.  Police Service will conduct an annual vulnerability assessment of the Research Laboratory area.  The AO/R&D is responsible for informing Police Service of any issues affecting security.   

(7) Safety Standards:  All individuals given authorized access to the laboratory area must abide by all safety standards as mandated by Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Veterans Health Administration, and the VAPHS Hazardous Chemical Laboratory Policy.   

(8) Emergency Preparedness Standards:  All individuals given authorized access to the laboratory area must be knowledgeable of the R&D Emergency Preparedness Plan, as outlined in the VAPHS Emergency Management Plan.

(9) Inventory Control Standards:  All individuals given authorized access to the laboratory area must follow all Research Inventory Control Procedures as detailed above and in the cited materials.  

VII.  REFERENCES:
a. VHA Handbook 1200.6 Control of Hazardous Agents in VA Research Laboratories

b.  www.CDC.gov/od/sap Select Agents and Toxins 

c. www.aphis.usda.gov/ USDA Biologic Agents and Toxins; 7 CFR Part 331; 9 CFR Part 121

d. http://vaww1.va.gov/resdev/ Chemical Agents considered to be Hazardous Agents

e. 42 CFR, Part 73  Select Agent Regulations, Interim Final Rule

f. VAPHS Laboratory Safety Plan/VAPHS Hazardous Chemical Laboratory Policy 

g. VHA Handbook 1200.8 Safety of Personnel Engaged in Research

h. Controlled Substance Act (21 U.S.D. 802)

i. Public Law 107-188, Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002

j. Title 18 USC 175b Additional Requirements for Facilities Transferring or Receiving Select Agents

k. CDC-NIH “Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories”

l. NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules
m. 29 CFR 1910.1200 Hazard Communication

n. 29 CFR 1910.1450 Occupational Exposure to Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories

o. Medical Center Memorandum No. EC-010:  Key Issue Control and Lock Changes
p. Medical Center Memorandum No. EC-012:  Access Control (Employee identification and badge program)

q. VA Handbook 0730 Security and Law Enforcement

r. Medical Center Memorandum No. EC-008: Policy for Radiation Safety in all services involved in ionizing radiation
s. VAPHS Radiation Safety Policy and Procedures
t. VAPHS Emergency Management Plan

VIII.  APPROVAL:

	VAPHS Safety/BiosafetySubcommittee 
	Signature of Chair
	Date

	Janet E Stout, PhD
	
	

	ACOS for Research and Development
	Signature
	Date

	Steven H Graham, MD PhD
	
	


(Approved 9-1-04 by Safety/Biosafety Subcommittee; Signed  9-24-04, Dr Stout and 9-28-04, Dr Graham)

Attachments (3)

- ATTACHMENT A
VAPHS RESEARCH LABORATORY HAZARDOUS/SELECT AGENT CERTIFICATION
This must be filled out per laboratory each calendar year OR immediately if any information provided herein changes, i.e. the laboratory plans to acquire any of these materials not previously documented herein.

  Return completed form to Nick Squeglia, AO/R&D 9E107 (mail to 151-U).


Principal Investigator      



Lab location       




Date       




Check yes or no; if no agents in a given section are used in your laboratory, check NA for that group.
Biological Agents (Select agents and toxins)

[READ COMPLETE LIST in this section; if none are used in your lab, check  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA

Yes       No




 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Abrin



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Aflatoxins



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Bacillus anthracis (anthrax)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Botulinum toxin



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Brucella abortus, B. melitensis, B. suis



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Burkholderia (Pseudomonas) mallei



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Burkholderia (Pseudomonas) pseudomallei



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Cercopithecine herpesvirus1 (Herpes B virus)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Clostridium perfringens epsilon toxin



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Coccidiodes immitis



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Coccidiodes posadasii



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Conotoxins



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Coxiella bumetii



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Diacetoxyscirpenol



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Eastern Equine Encephalitis Virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Ebola Virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Equine Morbillivirus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Francisella tularensis



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Hendra virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Marburg Virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Monkeypox virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Nipah Virus

   FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Rickettsia prowazekii

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Rickettsia rickettsii



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Rift Valley Fever Virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Saxitoxin



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Shigatoxin



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Shiga-like ribosome inactivating proteins


Yes       No


   FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Staphylococcal enterotoxins


   FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

T-2 Toxin



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Tetrodotoxin



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Tick-borne Encephalitis Complex Viruses



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Variola Major Virus (Smallpox Virus)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Variola Minor Virus (Alastrim)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Viruses causing Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Yellow Fever Virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Yerseinia pestis


USDA High Consequence Livestock pathogens and Toxins (Non-overlap with HHS listings)

 [READ COMPLETE LIST in this section; if none are used in your lab, check        FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA
   FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Akabane virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

African swine fever virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

African horse sickness virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Avian influenza virus (Highly pathogenic)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Blue tongue virus (Exotic)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy agent



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Camel pox virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Classical swine fever virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Cowdria ruminantium (Heartwater)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Foot and mouth disease virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Goat pox virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Lumpy skin disease virus



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Japanese encephalitis virus

   FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Malignant catarrhal fever virus (Exotic)

   FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Menangle virus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Mycoplasma capricolum/M.F38/M.mycoides Capri

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Mycoplasma mycoides mycoides


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Newcastle disease virus (VVND)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Peste Des Petits Ruminants virus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Rinderpest virus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Sheep pox virus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Swine vesicular disease virus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Vesicular stomatitis virus (Exotic)

USDA Listed Plant Pathogens

[READ COMPLETE LIST in this section; if none are used in your lab, check        FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


 Liberobacter africanus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Liberobacter asiaticus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Peronosclerospora ;hilippinensis


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Phakopsora pachyrhizi


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Plum Pox Potyvirus


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Ralstonia solanacearum race 3, biovar 2


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Schlerophthora rayssiae var zeae


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Synchytrium endobioticum


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Xanthomonas oryzae


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 


Xylella fastidiosa (citrus variegated chlorosis strain)



Chemical Agents

[READ COMPLETE LIST in this section; if none are used in your lab, check        FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA
Yes       No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

3-quinuclidinyl benzilate (BZ)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Chlorine gas



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Cyanogen chloride (CK)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Cyclosarin (GF)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Diphosgene (DP)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Hydrogen cyanide (AC)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Lewisite (L) - there are 3  chemicals included



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Nitrogen mustard gas (HN-1, HN-2, or HN-3)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Phosgene (DG) - also known as carbonyl chloride



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Phosgene oxime (CX)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Sarin (GB)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Soman (GD)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Sulfur mustard (H, HD, or HT), (mustard gas, mustard agents)                                        


 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

Tabun (GA)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

VX (VX is both the name and the symbol)


Yes       No
Radioactive Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 

I use radioactive material.


.




List all radioactive material. Include specific radionuclide, half-life, and maximum quantity authorized:


Radionuclide
Half Life            Quantity                                         

1.     
                             


2.     
                             
3.     
                             
4.     
                             
5.     
                             


PI Typed Name:     
Signature:_________________________________________

Date:_____________________________________________

ATTACHMENT B
VAPHS REQUEST FOR STAFF ACCESS to RESEARCH SECURED AREA 

1.  PURPOSE:  To formally request access for Investigator’s employees and staff to the Research Secured Area.  

2.  POLICY:  The information requested in this document must be supplied via submission of this form or Email before access to the secured area will be considered.  

3.  RESPONSIBILITY:  It is the responsibility of each Investigator to formally identify the staff that must have access to the secured area in order to complete their research-related duties.

4.  PROCEDURE:  The Investigator submits the information requested to Nicholas Squeglia via this document (hand deliver to 9E107); mail to 151-U; or Email to Nicholas.squeglia@med.va.gov ).  NOTE:  Individual Researcher completion of “Application for Access to Research Secured Area” is also required.
5.  REQUESTED INFORMATION:

  Investigator making request:          

	       INDIVIDUAL
	Building/room
	     Days/Hours 
	Animal Res. Facility

   Days/hours

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


     











     
Typed Name 

Signature of Investigator Making Request

 Date
ATTACHMENT C
APPLICATION FOR ACCESS TO RESEARCH SECURED AREA

1.  PURPOSE:  To formally apply for individual access to Research Secured Area.

2.  POLICY:  In order to be considered for access to the secured laboratory area, the applicant must submit this document to Nick Squeglia (hand deliver to 9E107; mail to 151-U; or Email to Nicholas.squeglia@va.med.gov).  Note:  Request for Staff Access to Research Secured Area   must also be completed by the Principal Investigator.  

3.  REQUESTED INFORMATION:

a.  Full Legal Name      
b. Home Address (not Post Office Box)       

c. Date of Birth      
d.  Place of Birth        

e.  Citizenship Status:  


(1) U.S. Citizen 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


(2) Other          
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (Attach copy of document indicating legal authority to be in U.S.)

f.  Circle “yes” or “no” for each item below.  Any “yes” answers should be detailed in 3f(8) below.  

(1) Yes   No 
I am under indictment for a crime punishable by imprisonment exceeding 1 yr.

(2) Yes   No  I have been convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment exceeding 1 yr.

(3) Yes   No
I am in fugitive status from any local, state, national, or international law 


enforcement agency.

(4) Yes  No 
I am an unlawful user of any controlled substance.

(5) Yes  No 
I am an alien illegally or unlawfully in the United States.

(6) Yes  No 
I have been adjudicated as mental defective or have been committed to a mental institution.

(7) Yes  No 
I have been discharged from the United States Armed Services under 


dishonorable conditions. 

(8) Comments/Details/Notes:      
___________________________________

____________

    Signature of Applicant



Date
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1

