
VA PITTSBURGH HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD (IRB)
CHECKLIST TO BE USED FOR Initial 

Non-Scientific IRB REVIEW OF Consent Forms and Advertisements

STUDY TITLE:      
Study ID#:      
Principal Investigator:      
1. Without reading the protocol, did you understand why this study is being done?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
2. Do you understand what will happen to the subject from the time they enter the study until they complete the study?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
3. Do you understand time commitment required for the study? Does the consent form clearly indicate the length of visits, the number of visits, and the total amount of time that the subject will be in the study?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Comments:      
4. Do you understand the risks involved in this study? Do you understand the potential benefits (if any)?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
5. Did you understand all of the words in the consent form? (i.e. You shouldn’t have to consult a dictionary.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
6. Could you understand the procedures based on the descriptions provided in the consent form?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
7. Can you tell from reading the consent form which procedures are research procedures and which procedures are “standard of care” (procedures that the subject would have to go through even if they didn’t sign up for the study)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments:      
8. If applicable, is there a statement regarding any payment to the subject and an appropriate reason payment is being made?  Does the amount of the payment seem reasonable?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A (subjects are not being paid)

Comments:      
9. If applicable, do advertisements seem appropriate?  Do they accurately describe the study without over-emphasizing the payment information?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A (no advertisements)

Comments:      
RECOMMEND:

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approve consent form & advertisements              FORMCHECKBOX 
Approve with modifications

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
Disapprove

Specific Consent Form/Advertisement Modifications Requested:
     
Reviewer Name:      
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