VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System IACUC

IACUC Policy on ARF HVAC Monitoring

It is our intention and desire that each animal holding room have a minimum of 10 air changes per hour, and that all rooms in the ARF have differential air pressures relative to the corridor that conform to established norms for the use of the rooms. However, given the limitations of the air system and the difficulties involved in balancing air systems, this Subcommittee on Animal Research will declare that animal rooms that have less than 10 air changes per hour to be adequate when the following criteria are met:
 

1. The room has no objectionable odors at anytime including when checked the first thing in the morning and days when the cages will be changed. If any room develops objectionable odors and this cannot be overcome by manipulating the air system, the number of animals housed in the room will be reduced until it does not have objectionable odors.

2. The air pressure in the room is maintained negative or positive in reference to the corridor as previously adopted by this committee.

3. Animal cages in the room are replaced with sanitized cages with new bedding twice weekly (a standard for this facility).

4. The airflow will be checked annually and anytime it is suspected that airflows have changed. When changes have occurred, the system will be re-balanced to get as many animal holding rooms to 10 air changes per hour as possible.

(Proposed 4-7-05; Approved September 21, 2005)

Appendix I:

The minimum number of air changes and the differential air pressures, in relation to the corridor, that should exist in the VAPHS animal facility:
 

Room Use           Air Changes/Hour      Air Pressure

Rooms

 

Animal holding                        10                 Positive
102-104;143,144,123,124,127,128,130,152.

Animal holding

     10                Negative    153

Animal surgery                        10                 Positive
147,148,150

Animal procedures                  10                 Negative
146,119

Surgical scrub                           4                 Neutral 
(is in corridor) 149

Cage-wash, clean side             8                  Positive
154

Cage-wash, dirty side              10                 Negative
101

Necropsy                                 10                 Negative
145

Animal feed and bedding          4                  Positive
140

Autoclaving                               4                  Negative
 111

Incineration                               4                  Negative    

Storage, active/clean                4                  Negative
141,110,131,132,149A

Storage, inactive                       1                  Negative

Janitor's closet                          1                  Negative

Office                                        4                   Negative
109, 151

Break/lunch                              4                   Negative
117

 




[Compiled by Dr Bingham, Feb 23, 2005]

